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Unit Eleven Vocabulary  

 

 

chagrin  noun [U] FORMAL  
disappointment or annoyance, especially when caused by a failure or mistake:  
My children have never shown an interest in music, much to my chagrin.  
chagrined  adjective FORMAL  

 

charlatan  US  noun [C] DISAPPROVING  
a person who pretends to have skills or knowledge that they do not have, especially in medicine  

 

chicanery  US  noun [U] FORMAL  
clever, dishonest talk or behaviour which is used to deceive people:  
The investigation revealed political chicanery and corruption at the highest levels.  

 

circumlocution  US  noun [C or U] FORMAL  
(an example of) an indirect way of saying something, especially something unpleasant:  
'Economical with the truth' is a circumlocution for 'lying'.  
Politicians are experts in circumlocution.  
circumlocutory  US  adjective FORMAL  

 

circumnavigate  US  verb [T]  
1 FORMAL to sail all the way around something:  

They circumnavigated Cape Horn Island in canoes.  

2 to move around something in order to avoid hitting it:  

We carried the picture carefully through to the main exhibition, circumnavigating several obstacles en 

route.  

Manufacturers and shops circumnavigate (= avoid) gun laws by providing realistic models which are 

unable to discharge missiles.  

circumnavigation  US  noun [C or U] FORMAL  
a circumnavigation of the globe from west to east  

 

circumvent  US  verb [T] FORMAL  
to avoid something, especially cleverly or illegally:  
Ships were registered abroad to circumvent employment and safety regulations.  
circumvention  US  noun [U] FORMAL  

 

clandestine  adjective FORMAL  
planned or done in secret, especially describing something that is not officially allowed:  
The group held weekly clandestine meetings in a church.  
He has been having a clandestine affair with his secretary for three years.  
She undertook several clandestine operations for the CIA.  
clandestinely  adverb FORMAL  

 

clemency  noun [U] FORMAL  
kindness when giving a punishment:  
The jury passed a verdict of guilty, with an appeal to the judge for clemency.  
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colloquy  US  noun [C] FORMAL  
a formal conversation  

 

collude  verb [I] FORMAL  
to act together secretly or illegally in order to deceive or cheat someone:  
It was suspected that the police had colluded with the witnesses.  
collusion  noun [U] FORMAL  

It is thought that they worked in collusion with (= secretly together with) the terrorist network.  
collusive  adjective FORMAL  

The report concluded that there was no evidence of collusive behaviour between the banks.  
 

comely  adjective OLD-FASHIONED OR LITERARY  
describes a woman who is attractive in appearance  

 

commensurate  US  adjective FORMAL  
in a correct and suitable amount compared to something else:  
a salary that is commensurate with skills and experience  

 

compunction  noun [U] FORMAL  
a slight feeling of guilt for something you have done or might do:  
I wouldn't have any compunction about telling him to leave.  

 

congenial  adjective  
friendly and pleasant:  
congenial company/surroundings  

 

conjecture  US  noun [C or U]  
(the forming of) a guess about something based on how it seems and not on proof:  
There's been a lot of conjecture in the papers recently about the royal marriage.  
conjecture  US  verb [I] FORMAL  

to guess, based on the appearance of a situation and not on proof:  
We'll never know exactly how she died; we can only conjecture.  
[+ that] He conjectured that the company would soon be in financial difficulties.  

conjectural  US  adjective  

 


